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A Short History of Rome. By Frank Frost Abbott. 
Chicago; Scott, Foresman and Co. (1906). Pp. 
304. $1. 
Handbook for the Study of Roman History. By 
Frank Frost Abbott. Chicago: Scott, Fores- 
man and Co. (1906). Pp. 48. $0.25. 
This history is evidently intended for the younger 
student,' perhaps the student of the High School. 
We are glad to note that the author attempts from 
the start to make the student do some of his own 
thinking. No subject gives greater scope for such 
instruction than does the study of Roman history. 
To refer to a few examples from the opening 
pages, we read in section 12: "But it was well for 
the Roman people that they were not brought into 
contact with the Greek cities of the South at an 
earlier date, before Roman public and private char- 
acter had had an opportunity to develop along th-iir 
own characteristic lines". Again, in § 14, we 
have: "The presence in Italy of these different 
races with their diverse tastes, religions and modes 
of living made against the development of a com- 
mon national life". The statement in § 19 that 
the Greeks colonized only the western coast of Italy 
is full of meaning. Close reasoning is inculcated 
by the remarks concerning Minerva and Mercury 
in § 21, by the observation in § 27 that "Roman 
deities interested themselves in Roman affairs only", 
and by the following description of the gods, priests 
and the resulting complex ritual. The deduction 
must result in the student's mind of the great prac- 
tical common sense of the Romans, and of the 
business, almost bargaining idea pervading Roman 
religion. Such remarks are mind openers for the 
young student, and moreover give to the conscien- 
tious teacher splendid opportunities for amplifica- 
tion. 

In these opening pages, moreover, we are of the 
opinion that some effort should be made to answer 
the question that so often arises in the mind of 
the student, 'Why was Rome?'. Indeed, we have 
heard this question put by others than young stu- 
dents. In so far as the purpose of his history 
permits. Professor Abbott answers this question. In 
§§ 20 S. he outlines the geographical reasons there- 
for, in 63 the social and political reasons, which, 
with the addition of the personal equation, are em- 
phasized as occasion requires, as in 72, 75, 78, 176, 
etc. 

Chapter IV, on The Conquest of Italy, is given 
very light treatment, and justly. The confusion 
caused by the contents of the chapter is relieved 
by the clear proof of the transition and the con- 
tact of the Roman world with Magna Graecia. 
The scattering effect of the chapter is counterbal- 
anced by the short summary at its close, which con- 



centrates the mind on the essential facts. These 
summaries (for they conclude each chapter) are 
very helpful; but in this chapter, as in others, the 
best means for fixing the student's mind on the 
real meaning of what has preceded are the outline 
maps, simple as they are. The same opportunely 
light treatment is most welcome in Chapter XIV, 
on The Barbarian Invasions. The subject is well 
handled, and leaves a clear impression of this oth- 
erwise confused period. 

Modern criticism is likewise evident. The stu- 
dent is given the traditional account, and then a 
short critical analysis, e. g. in connection with the 
story of the Kings (42, 43), the early republican 
history (58), the comments on the first Samnite 
War (68) and on the refusal of Rome to treat with 
Pyrrhus (84), the construction of the first Roman 
fleet (156), and the Labarum (473). 

As regards the quotations from the sources, the 
author does not begin to make real use of them 
until he reaches the Punic Wars, and then he is 
very happy in his choice. The quotation from 
Polybius in § 187 is especially appropriate. We 
think, however, that it would have improved the 
appearance of the page and have impressed the stu- 
dent more had the quotations throughout the book 
been printed in italics. Archaeology and refer- 
ences to existing monuments, which are very spar- 
ingly made, might (we think) have been used more 
extensively in order to increase the interest of the 
student. This interest, however, is fostered by 
the use of such pregnant expressions as "united 
Italy" (149) and the "unification of Italy" (182) 
in referring to the compactness of the Roman Em- 
pire at the outbreak of the first Punic War, and 
"nationalist movements" (4S0), apropos of the 
breaking up of the Empire in the third century. 

Chapter V, on The Successful Struggles of tha 
Plebeians (pp. 61-80), seems rather long, too much 
space being devoted to a subject which is not ex- 
tremely interesting to the young student, particu- 
larly in a volume which covers, within the compass 
of 276 pages, the entire history of Rome to 800 
A. D. In fact, this chapter represents chapters 
III and IV of the author's Roman Political In- 
stitutions, plus pp. 63-70 of Ch. V. Chapter VII 
of the History, on The Roman State and her 
Provinces, (which might well have been expanded), 
offers a refreshing contrast, and gives a most neces- 
sary relief from chapters V and VI preceding. 
Chapter VIII, on The Conquest of Gaul and of 
Asia Minor, seems to be out of its proper place. It 
follows a chapter on the good and the evil results 
of the Punic Wars and the wars in the East. We 
should naturally have expected a discussion of the 
social conditions under the Gracchi' and Sulla to 
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follow, which would have proved how near mon- 
archy was approaching better than a discussion of 
the conquest of Gaul and Asia Minor. Moreover, 
it would have prevented the slip in § 284, "We 
have already followed Sulla's campaign in the 
East", when all that preceded was, "But his (Mithri- 
dates') attempt to occupy Greece was thwarted by 
the Roman leader Sulla" (248). By adopting this 
order the author breaks the 'unity in the story'. 
We are of the opinion that the essential facts of 
chapter VIII could have been incorporated more 
profitably in chapter IX, the arrangement, in fact, 
which the author has adopted in the Institutions 
(VI). Gaps would thus have been avoided. The 
purpose of the chapter seems to be to introduce 
upon the stage Caesar and Pompey, and to prove 
that long terms of service on the part of the sol- 
diers produced loyalty to their commander. But 
such statements are premature, and surely would 
have resulted even more clearly from a treatment 
of the Gracchan period and the Marius-Sulla 
struggle. 

And this brings us to our last point, the relation 
between the author's Short History of Rome and 
his earlier Roman Political Institutions. Very fre- 
quently the statements are similar, in fact repeated 
verbatim, and the order of the paragraphs identical. 
Of course the treatment differs, as might be ex- 
pected from the titles of the respective works. For 
instance, in the History the fables of the Kings 
are duly given, whereas in the Institutions they are 
entirely omitted; vice versa, the organization of the 
Comitia is given in detail in the latter, but is merely 
hinted at in the former. Similarly, chapter VI 
of the History, Expansion beyond the Sea, 
is given fuller treatment (pp. 81-113) than 
the corresponding passages in the Institutions (pp. 
81-89). To give a few more examples of this 
parallelism, chapter X of the History corresponds 
to chapter VII of the Institutions; chapter XI to 
XII and XIII; chapter XII to XIV and XV; and 
chapter XIII to XVI. In fine, the History is an 
adaptation from the author's Institutions, or to be 
more exact, from those chapters which he there de- 
scribes as historical. The original work was good ; 
the present History is good. 

The accompanying handbook for the teacher con- 
tains most valuable suggestions and bibliography. 
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Years ago at the head of the entrance examina- 
tion papers in Greek at Columbia College directions 
were invariably printed requiring the student to 
state what beginner's Greek book he had used, what 
Greek grammar he had studied, and has read. Then 
came question i : "Translate the following passage" 
The first passage was regularly from Xenophon. 

One year the paper contained the usual directions, 
and the passage first given for translation began as 
follows : aXXi fid. roits deo^s o{ik iytaye airoifs 5iti|«. 
(Anat>asiss 14.8;. 

One boy wrote as follows : "I have used White's 
First Lessons in Greek and Goodwin's Greek Gram- 
mar; I have read four books of the Anabasis and 
three books of the Iliad". Then, a few lines below 
stood this sentence, "But by the gods I will not 
pursue them". There was not another word in the 
book. 
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